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August 31, 2015 
 
Dear Families,  
 
I am thrilled to be joining this community as the new Interim Acting Assistant Principal at PS 198 and am eager to meet 
each and every student and their family in the coming weeks.  
 
I come to you from PS 59, also a District Two school. I had the great pleasure of mentoring under Principal Adele 
Schroeter as I completed my training in school leadership through the New York City Department of Education’s Leaders 
In Education Apprenticeship Program (LEAP). My LEAP training was specifically aligned with the city’s instructional 
initiatives and priorities.   
 
Perhaps what most prepares me to join the staff and families at PS 198 is my experience as a classroom teacher. For over 
twelve years, and throughout different settings in New York City, I’ve worked in a professional capacity with children, 
some as young as infancy and the oldest in upper elementary school. However, my seven years at PS 59 were the most 
influential in my professional growth, as there I worked in Integrated Co-Teaching classrooms (ICT) and as a special 
education coach for teachers, developing my abilities for collaborative practice and instructional leadership. I have 
implemented a variety of curriculum using Universal Design for Learning, and developed the skills to enhance, adapt, or 
modify programs by going beyond basic teaching methods and using innovative instructional strategies. 
 
I come to PS 198 with a desire to further enhance the programming offered to this diverse community. The many 
enrichment programs in the arts, STEM, and humanities that PS 198 offers undoubtedly shapes students into well-rounded 
learners and socially competent, healthy children. I look forward to partnering with teachers and the leadership team at PS 
198 to offer students unique experiences as part of our core curriculum; and, hope to work with families to provide the 
necessary resources and support as together we address your child’s individual needs.   
 
More personally, I bring to PS 198 a love of fitness and life-long learning.  Being a runner myself, I helped to start the PS 
59 Striders, a track team that continues to grow and thrive. As an athlete, I understand the importance of setting and 
accomplishing goals and have always believed that this practice should be emulated in our classrooms with kids. 
Additionally, I enjoy reading that enhances my growth as an individual and effectiveness as an educator. To that end, I 
would like to invite families to join me in a new PS 198 Book Club, which I plan to host for any interested parents and 
teachers beginning in late September. Our first book will be “Mindset,” by Carol Dweck, Ph.D. I welcome you to send 
suggestions for other reading our community would enjoy.  More information regarding the book club will follow in the 
coming weeks.   
 
Lastly, I would like to thank our Principal, Nancy Cabrero, for taking the time this summer to help acclimate me to the 
school by sharing its history, recent trends in student performance, and goals for the new school year. We have already 
started to work together to ensure the smoothest possible transition for the school, the teachers and the students, and I look 
forward to our continued partnership.  
 
Please do not hesitate to introduce yourself in the halls, or out in the schoolyard. I look forward to meeting you all at some 
point in the near future. I am grateful for the opportunity to be a part of the community at PS 198 and look forward to a 
very successful year for us all. 
 
Warm Regards,  
 
Katharine Macmanus 


