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August 28, 2015 

Dear PS198 Families, 

I hope that the summer has been all that you hoped it would be, offering many opportunities to enjoy the warm 
outdoors with your children, family members and friends.   

Of special note this year, I am pleased to welcome Katharine Macmanus, our Interim Acting Assistant Principal. Ms. 
Macmanus, a former a Special Education Teacher, has completed school leader requirements.  She has devoted much 
time over the summer to get to know the school, plan and prepare for this school year.  She is a highly effective and 
dynamic instructional leader with strong organizational skills.  As you get to know Ms. Macmanus I am sure you will 
enjoy working with her and will appreciate her special skills and admirable work ethic which will enrich our school 
community. 

We are also happy to welcome new teachers: Amanda Dillon, Adina Safran, Emily Meyers, Elias Saber-Khiabani, and 
Carolyn Rindone.  Ms. Dillon and Ms. Safran will be teaching the K-ICT and Ms. Rindone will partner with Ms. 
Djuravcevic in one of the two fifth grade ICT classes; Mr. Saber-Khiabani will be in the third grade ICT, and Ms. 
Meyers will be in the fourth grade ICT. They are eager to begin their teaching careers at PS198 and work with our 
dedicated faculty.  

In order to accommodate the great demands in the city for Pre-K instruction, I have opened a third Pre-K class. Ms. 
Perretta, our former science teacher, will partner with our veteran Pre-K teacher Ms. Mary Guttmann to teach the 
Pre-K ICT.  

Joseph Wagner will be the part-time Science Specialist who will teach our third, fourth and fifth graders. Teachers in 
grades Pre-K through second will now teach one period of science in the classroom. 

Congratulations to First grade teacher Lynn Marie Russo and Fourth grade teacher Christine Hazday who were 
married over the summer.  Ms. Russo’s new name is Mrs. Hansen and Ms. Hazday’s new name is Mrs. De Roni.  

Our auditorium was renovated over the summer.  The fresh coat of paint, ceiling fans and seats that don’t squeak are 
all a welcome change.  We became eligible for an upgrade to our existing wired and wireless network which will begin 
in the fall.  This means that the technology infrastructure plan will maximize internet access and will allow us to run at 
higher wireless speeds.  Shortly following the completion of the new boiler (December 2015), the project to replace all 
of our windows will begin. This will include painting the exterior of the school. Thanks to a grant from our Borough 
President, next summer we can also anticipate a cafeteria renovation.  

Our school-wide instructional focus will explore Engaging Students in Learning.  Our aim will be to intellectually 
engage all students in lessons. Lesson activities will require high level student thinking and explanations of their 
thinking.  Lessons will include evidence of some student initiation of inquiry and student contributions to the 
exploration of important content; and may serve as resources to one another.  The learning acquired last year from 



	  
 
	  
our extensive work on Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques/Speaking and Listening will continue and be 
very supportive to our close work with intellectual engagement.  

Engaging the parents of our students will be critical in ensuring the success of our students.  We hope you will be able 
to attend Family Fridays, which will begin on Friday, October 2nd, and participate in all other activities which will keep 
you close to your child’s academic, social and emotional progress.  Besides Parent Engagement Tuesdays where 
teachers set aside 40 minutes to engage with families and support student learning, we will create opportunities 
throughout the year to help you learn more about some of the important people at the school and when and how to 
seek their support.  

We would like the routines of our students to include conversations at home about the best thing that happened at 
school, or about what your child learned in Social Studies, or who they played with at recess and/or who they sat next 
to at lunch and what they talked about, or what part of the math lesson they enjoyed most. These questions will help 
you better understand whether your child is doing well or struggling in school. Please never hesitate to address all of 
your questions about your child’s progress with your child’s teacher/s. 

Attendance is a very important part of your child’s official school record, and absences and lateness will affect your 
child’s progress on various levels. For example, a child who is absent two times per month, totals one entire month of 
missed instruction. Please read through the Parent Handbook for more details on attendance.  

We hope you can make it to the Family Mixer which will take place in our beautiful inner courtyard on Thursday, 
September 10th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.  Our first PTA meeting will be on Friday, September 11th in the Media 
Lab/Rm.108 beginning promptly at 7:30 AM.  Curriculum Night will be on Thursday, September 17th from 
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM and will begin with a gathering in the newly refurbished auditorium before we disperse to the 
individual classrooms. 

This will be a very exciting school year.  I look forward to seeing you.  

Sincerely, 

Nancy Cabrero 

 


